
DigitalIndia:Aprogrammefordigitallyempoweredsocietyandeconomy

Sixtyyearsago,SouthKoreadecidedtochangeitselfinwhatisnowknownas‘TheMiracleon

theHanRiver’.ThetransformationalchangethatSouthKoreaunderwentovertheyearshas

beenonlypossiblebecausegenerationsaftergenerationadoptedtechnologyandinvestedin

innovationsacrossallsectorsrangingfrom agriculturetohealthinfrastructure.

AndsodespiteahostileneighbourinNorthKoreaandfindingitselfasabattlegroundofworld

politics,technologydrivengrowthpittedthispicturesquenationonleadershippodiumsacross

theworld.

InIndia,PrimeMinister'svisionofaDigitalIndiaisdestinedforalmostthesamepathto

success.Butthereisonlysomuchaleader,agovernmentandthepoliticalestablishmentcan

contributetoanation'sgrowth.Whilethesearepotentialfacilitators,thecallforthechangehas

tocomefrom thesocietywithin!

HereinthelandofHolyGanges,adigitallyempoweredsocietywhichthrivesonthegambutof

informationandknowledgebasedeconomyisstillinit'searlydays.Currently,only300million

ofIndia’s1.25billionpeopleareconnectedtothenet,aroundahalfofthem throughmobile

phones.Ruralpenetrationandusageisprettylowaswell.

Soonerthanlaterallthesewilltranslateintoopportunitiesforlargecorporationsandagrowing

numberofyoungentrepreneursasthedigitalrevolutionwillbeledbyinnovationsand

developmentofavarietyofapplications.

HowevertheveryspiritofadigitallyselfreliantIndiahasalreadybeenattheheartofAnudip

Foundation'sactivitiesfrom dayone.Abirdseyeviewatourjourneysofarandyouwillfindthat

majorityofAnudipbeneficiaries,youthandwomen,arefrom high-need,marginalized

communities;theymaybereligiousminorities,tribals,politicalrefugees,peoplewithdisabilities

orvictimsoftrafficking.

Takingthem allthroughaprocessofcontinuousin-depthprofessionaldevelopmentAnudiphas

beensuccessfullycreatingaspirationallivelihoodsthroughdigitalinclusionineconomyforover

adecadenow.

"Sincechildhood,igrewupseeinglackofaccesstoeducationandlessempowermentof

womeninourcommunity",saysanemotionalSimiKhanaftergettingshortlistedforiMeritonce

shesuccesfullypursuedIMPACT,afeaturecourseofferedbyourorganisation.

ButAnudipishardlyabouthoningskills,beitwithregardtoondemanddigitaltechnologiesor

workplaceetiquettes.Itismuchmorethanthat."Mytrainingcentrewasafewkilometresfrom

myhouseandenteringthecentremademefeellikeadifferentworld.Itwasfirstofitskindin

ourlocality",addsSimiwhilerecountingherinitialdaysatAnudip,thehardshipsshefacedand

thetransitiononesmalltrainingcentrebroughtinhervillageinMetiaburz,astilltobedeveloped

localityinWestBengal.



JustlikeSimi,thousandshavenowbenefitedfrom ourvariedrangeofcoursesallofwhichare

offeredatverynominalcostswhilethequalityofeducationhasneverbeencompromised.

CODE,anotherfeaturedcoursewhichcertifiesoneinofficeautomationanddigitaleducation

hasbeenoneofthechartbusterswhenitcomestohelpingthestudentswhowerenevershort

ofdreamsandmotivationbutalwaysdeprivedoffinancialaid.

"IwasborninafamilyoffourinJagannathpurvillageofOdisha.Myfatherisafarmerby

professionearningsixthousandrupeesmonthly,whichbarelycoversthebasicneedsofmy

family",saysatearyeyedPrasadPradhanwhilegoingdownthememorylanesofthedayswhen

hardshipswouldleavehim withnooptionbuttogiveuponhisdreams.

AllcoursesatAnudipareblendedwithinteractivee-learningmodules,somethingwhichour

PrimeMinisterwantstobeanewnorm inIndia.Thesecomprehensivedigitallyenhanced

courseshavenotonlyputthousandsofdeprivedyouthslikeSimiandPradhanonthepathof

selfreliancebuttogetherwithAnudipthesealumniofoursarenowalsoexpandingthedigital

footprintofIndia,whichinitselfisasuccessstoryinmaking!

SaheliDasfrom Birbhum hasbeenoneofthethousandswhobenefittedfrom Anudipsflagship

program SAVEaimedatprovidingthespeciallyabledstudentswithaplatform tohelpthem

realizetwothings:Onethatinabilityisjustastateofmindandsecond,thatnothingcancome

betweenyouandyourdreamsifthefireinsideisstillburning!

"Duetoneuromusculardisordersincechildhoodmynervesandmusclesontheleftsideare

affected.Stilliwasdeterminedthatmydisabilitycannevercomeinbetweenmyaspirations",

saysSaheliwhoisnowhappilylocatedinKolkatabusyovercomingherchallengesafter

crackinginterviewatAnudipsplacementcellforOm Innovations.

"MyfamilyandfriendsatBirbhum feelproudofme",signsoffSaheli.

IfthereisoneresemblancebetweentheDigitalIndiastoryandthesuccessstoryofAnudipit

canbesummedupinoneline-"Providingeveryonethewingsofwisdom toflyhigh"!

Thanks.

Keepwatchingthisspaceformorestories!


